
From the Pastor’s Desk…  SEPTEMBER 2014 

     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

 

Dear Cup Church family and friends,  

 

Many years ago, when I was very involved in musicals and plays in high school and college, I would have a    

recurring nightmare. I would find myself on a large stage, in front of a huge audience. I would know the other 

people in the cast, but I was faced with the horrifying realization that I was given the lead role in the production, 

but I had no idea what I was to sing or say! This dream will still resurface occasionally to this day.  

 

I’m always a bit relieved to wake up and find that I really haven’t been wandering in a daze on stage. Yet here’s 

the real tragedy: at a deep level, many of our friends and neighbors are wondering what ‘the lines’ are in the most 

important role of all: their very lives! Many Americans have no idea why they are here – or what their purpose is.  

 

Tom Brady, the multi-millionaire quarterback for the New England Patriots said this in an interview with 60 

Minutes:  

 “Why do I have three Super Bowl rings and still think there’s something greater out there for me? I mean, 

maybe a lot of people would say, ‘Hey man, this is what (it’s all about.)’ I reached my goal, my dream, my life. 

Me? I think, ‘It’s got to be more than this.’ I mean this isn’t – this can’t be – all it’s cracked up to be.” 

 

When pressed to come up with an answer, Brady continued:  

 “What’s the answer? I wish I knew. . . I love playing football, and I love being quarterback for this team. 

But at the same time, I think there are a lot of other parts about me that I’m trying to find.” 

 

If that’s true for a man like Brady, it’s certainly true for many others in our culture.  

The good news is that there IS more to life: and we don’t have to play for Bill Belichick to have a chance to come 

up with the answer.  

 

Starting this September 21, we are launching a journey as a congregation with THE STORY: a readable,                 

condensed version of the Holy Bible. We will have an opportunity to learn that God’s story isn’t just about people 

long ago and far away – although there are many great truths we discover as we learn through lives like Abraham 

and Sarah, David and Bathsheba, Mary Magdalene and Paul. The best truth is that WE ARE A PART OF GOD’S 

STORY. Over the next 31 weeks, we will be taking time in Sunday worship as well as in classrooms and small 

groups to explore this story, and how it affects us here and now. This is a wonderful time to bring a friend along 

to learn, for we will all be starting at the same place and going at the same pace. Please invite someone you know 

and love to learn about THE STORY in our morning worship on September 14, and to stick around for food 

and fellowship afterward.  

We all have important lines to share in this life we’ve been given. Come learn what yours are! 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Scott 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available 

in the library immediately following      

worship each Sunday.                                                  

Please join us in the library and let us pray 

with you. If you know of family members or 

others in the community who are in need     

of prayer, please encourage them to join us 

on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available in 

the blue pew pads.                                                        

If you have a written prayer request,    

please fill out the card and drop it in the 

offering plate or church office and we will 

pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the 

week: Please call the church at                              

724-843-1594 to speak to the pastor, to  

have your prayer request put on our prayer 

chain, or  to set up a more convenient time 

to pray together with the prayer team or one 

of our elders. 

 Please remember that all prayer requests                               

will remain confidential! 

Deep Healing Prayer Opportunities 

In the wake of Gary and Kathleen Hixson’s time with us, several people 

have seen or experienced first-hand the dramatic power and love of God   

that comes in what has been called ‘Deep Healing’ prayer. Members of 

the CUP prayer team will be participating in these 2 hour sessions, but  

all content from these sessions will be confidential. Typically, we will 

have women pray for women and men pray for men.  

Sunday, September 14th & 28th 

 6:00-8:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions               
If you are interested in joining the CUP prayer team, please contact Pastor Scott.                                                                

 Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (resumes Sept.15th—Study of Hebrews)   

Wednesday Youth Small Groups 7:30pm (resumes in Sept.) 

Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day  (September 10th) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am (resumes Sept. 11th)  

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (Sept. 18th—Rainaldi’s, Monaca)                                       

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am (resumes Sept. 13th)  

The Newsletter 

is also available 

online at our 

website:              

cupepc.org 

ANNUAL YUTE                            

LAKE  TOMAHAWK 

OUTING 

MONDAY                            

SEPTEMBER 8th   

ALL ADULTS                      

WELCOME! 

Please bring a covered dish 

Beverage will be provided 

 

Directions Available from 

Carol Osterman 

TUESDAY MORNING BOOK STUDY                                                   

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 9TH AT 10:30am 

‘Solutions for Hope and Change’ 

Hosted by Dorothy Tihanovich    218 Mannal St., B.F. 

Please call Dorothy at 724-847-8774 if you are interested 

in attending. The books are free. 

THE ‘BIG SALE’— 

Friday Sept. 19th 9:00-3:00pm 

Saturday Sept. 20th 9:00-1:00pm 

SAVE your treasures! Date for drop off 

at the Church to be announced after 

completion of Fellowship Hall                

We can NO LONGER ACCEPT                 

ELECTRONICS 

‘INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY’                  

September 14th Worship followed by Fellowship Picnic  

‘THE STORY’ BEGINS SUN. SEPTEMBER 21ST                                                  

Bibles are available at the rear of the sanctuary                               

(if you are able to give a $5. Donation towards the cost, 

please leave in the envelope or give to Cindy in Office)     

We also encourage you take a postcard to hand out to 

your relatives, friends & neighbors  
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CUP LIBRARY NEWS    
 

 I recently read a novel from our library that I highly recommend.  The title is “The Fisherman” by Larry  

Huntsperger.  The book is what many would call historical fiction but as the author states in the preface – “Authors of 

historical fiction weave their own imagined plot against their chosen historical backdrop allowing the history to provide 

a frame through which readers can see the plot.  I have done exactly the opposite.  I have not placed a story into a              

historical frame; I have created a frame through which I hope you will be able to see history with a new clarity.” 

 The fisherman in the story is the apostle Peter and using passages from the Bible, Huntsperger  weaves the  

story of how Peter met Jesus and became his follower.  The main events of the story are taken directly from the Bible 

but Hunstperger elaborates and brings out the story in such a way that it makes complete sense and actually helps one 

to understand many aspects of the gospel  that may have been hard to understand  before.  It gave me a different               

perspective almost as if I were a part of the group that traveled with Jesus during the years of his ministry.  

 The author imagines the story as a private interview with the apostle as he nears the end of his life.  It answers 

many of the questions anyone of us would have for him.   What was it like to meet Jesus in person?   

Come, check out our library.  We have many great books to offer.  

SEPTEMBER Calendar                                         
 

September 2   6:00pm DEACONS                                 

          7:00pm WORSHIP                     

          7:30pm TRUSTEES                         

September 4   6:00pm OUTREACH                   

September 7   7:00pm Crosscurrent Leaders  

   & Parents Meeting              

September 8   12:00pmTomahawk Lake Outing           

September 10  1:00 Game Day                                   

    2:30pm SHINE Youth Leaders Mtg. 

    3:30pm SHINE Group Leaders Mtg. 

    4:00pm SHINE Adult Leaders Mtg. 

September 14   INVITE A FRIEND SUNDAY  

  Picnic Fellowship following Worship      

September 16   7:00pm SESSION                        

September 17   6:00pm SHINE Parents Mtg.                        

September 18   12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch  at  

   Rainaldi’s / Monaca             

September 19-20   9:00am THE BIG SALE                        

September 26-27   Presbytery of the Alleghenies at 

   Mt. Lebanon Prebyterian  

Every Monday   1:00pm Bible Study  (Begins Sept. 15th)                                                                 

Every Tuesday  9:00am Breakfast Club @Hot Dog Shoppe                                                                                      

Every Wednesday   3:30pm “SHINE” After School program                           

 followed by Family Dinner @6pm (Begins Sept. 24th)  

  7:30pm Youth Girls Small Group @ Manse    

               Youth Guys in Youth Room (resumes in fall)   

Every Thursday  9:00am Women’s Small Group (resumes Sept. 11th)        

             7:00pm Choir Practice/8:15pm Praise Team              

Every Saturday   7:30am Men’s Breakfast@ Eat-n-Park (Sept. 13th)                     

Every Sunday     6:30pm Crosscurrent  (resumes Sept. 14th)                                                                                        

2nd & 4th Sunday   6:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions (9/14, 9/28)

SHINE LEADERS NEEDED! 

The Shine after school program is in need of  

a few more leaders for this year. This is a 

great opportunity to serve the Lord as we 

reach out to kids and families in our church 

and in the greater community. There are 

many ways to help, but here are come current 

needs. Please pray and consider if you are 

able and willing to do any of the following: 

Registration Coordinator 

Door Monitor/Registration 

Assistant Snack Coordinator 

Dinner Crew 

Story Time Leader 

Group Leader 

SHINE Begins on Wed. September 24th at 

3:30pm. If you are interested in volunteering, 

please contact Matt as soon as possible. 

Under the protecting shadow           

of God’s wing, the little shadows 

of life lose their terror. 
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