
From the Pastor’s Desk…  OCTOBER 2014 

     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

 

Dear Cup church family and friends,  
 

“This is your story. This is my story. But most of all, this is God’s story.” 
 

If you have been a part of the teaching ministry on Sunday morning since the middle of September, you know that we are in the 

midst of a multi-month journey through the Bible, using the wonderful resource The Story. Each DVD ‘chapter’ starts with the 

statement listed above. It reminds us that God and the writers of the Bible that God used are calling us to recognize that the life 

stories of people like Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and Rebekah, Moses and Miriam, are relevant to us today. In 

fact, we face many of same opportunities and challenges that the men and women of the Scriptures faced – and we have the 

same opportunities to respond with fear, or with faithfulness.  
 

This is brought home especially during ‘Stewardship Season’, as we plan our budget and our ministry opportunities for the  

coming year.  As a smaller congregation, every person is important, and we are tempted to feel that our needs may overwhelm 

our resources.  Yet consider the call God gives to Joshua as they get ready to face the giants on the other side of the Jordan river 

in Canaan:  
 

“Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall 

cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being          

careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you.”  (Joshua 1:5-7) 
 

Part of God’s command to the people is to give back a portion (typically called a tithe, or 10 percent) of what they had received 

from God’s hand as demonstrating trust and gratitude for all that God had done, and that He could be counted on bless the    

people and His work in the future.  Here are a few things to consider as you prayerfully decide what to give financially to the 

Kingdom of God work going on through Cup Church.  
 

First, as a neighborhood church, we count on reaching new people through personal relationships and community service.  We 

typically don’t attract people from 20 miles away. Through the Shine program, work in the community, prayer ministry, and 

opening our lives and our building to others, we look to offer God’s salvation and hope one life at a time. We believe this is  

biblical Christianity in action.  
 

Second, we count on personal growth and development, not a ‘passive entertain-me’ model.  We don’t have the luxury of 

watching others do the serving or the giving. This is actually a significant gift: it keeps us aware of our needs and our            

dependence on God to do what only He can do in us and through us.  
 

Third, others locally and globally are counting on our generosity. Through the prayerful and judicious use of our mission funds, 

we actually have the opportunity to further God’s work and His gifts of faith, hope, and love in places that are in the world news 

today: food and medical relief against Ebola (in God’s name!) in Sierra Leone, Christian church development in Northern Iraq 

with the Kurds, and in China among the educated but spiritually empty elite. We host a huge chapter of Narcotics Anonymous, 

and continue to explore ways to reach out to them with the gospel. A child who has rarely if ever been in church before came up 

to me this week, proudly showing me that she had found the Lord’s Prayer in the new Bible that we had given her: a Bible that 
she has already bookmarked in several places with her personal notes.  God is on the move here at Cup Church – may we be 

strong and courageous with our giving of our hearts, minds, souls AND monies as we look to the Savior.  
 

Blessings,  

Pastor Scott 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available 

in the library immediately following      

worship each Sunday.                                                  

Please join us in the library and let us pray 

with you. If you know of family members or 

others in the community who are in need     

of prayer, please encourage them to join us 

on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available in 

the blue pew pads.                                                        

If you have a written prayer request,    

please fill out the card and drop it in the 

offering plate or church office and we will 

pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the 

week: Please call the church at                              

724-843-1594 to speak to the pastor, to  

have your prayer request put on our prayer 

chain, or  to set up a more convenient time 

to pray together with the prayer team or one 

of our elders. 

 Please remember that all prayer requests                               

will remain confidential! 

Deep Healing Prayer Opportunities 

In the wake of Gary and Kathleen Hixson’s time with us, several people 

have seen or experienced first-hand the dramatic power and love of God   

that comes in what has been called ‘Deep Healing’ prayer. Members of 

the CUP prayer team will be participating in these 2 hour sessions, but  

all content from these sessions will be confidential. Typically, we will 

have women pray for women and men pray for men.  

Sunday, November 9th & November 23rd 

 6:00-8:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions               
If you are interested in joining the CUP prayer team, please contact Pastor Scott.                                                                

  Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (Study of Hebrews)   

Monday Evening College & Young Adult Small Group 6pm                  

(Meets every other week at the Cline’s—3309 6th Ave.) 

Wednesday Youth Small Groups 7:30pm                                          

Youth Girls at the Manse & Youth Boys in the Youth Room 

Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day  (November 12) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am                               

(Children of the Day: 1 & 2 Thessalonians)  

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (Nov.20 at Brady’s Run Grille)                                       

Friday Evening Small Group 6pm (at the Hughes’ - 513 Elmbrook Dr.)                   

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am (Distorted Images of God )                                      

The Newsletter is also 

available online at our 

website: cupepc.org 

 

 

 

The Deacons are requesting 

the following food items for 

Thanksgiving delivery to our 

6 families: instant mashed 

potatoes, canned sweet       

potatoes, stuffing, pumpkin 

pie filling & crust mix, turkey 

or chicken gravy, canned  

tuna, corn, crushed               

pineapple, jello, peanut           

butter and tuna helper. Once 

again, we would like to thank 

you for your generosity.  

 
MICHAEL CARD CONCERT 

Thursday—December 4, 2014 at 8:00pm 

Special Benefit Concert for EduNations 

Memorial Park Presbyterian Church in Allison Park 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 28TH 

AT 4PM 

THE ELVES WOULD LOVE 

TO HAVE YOU JOIN THEM  

AND LEND A HAND 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE  

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 25th     

AT 7:00pm 

ANNUAL LADIES                          

CHRISTMAS TEA 

MONDAY DECEMBER 15TH                  

at 6:30pm 

AT THE BIXLER’S—                        

138 EMMETT DR. 
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CUP LIBRARY NEWS    
 

 Hi all!  A book that we have had on our 

shelves for quite some time is “Paul” by Walter 

Wangerin Jr.  This novel weaves the story of the 

early Christian church and the great apostle Paul 

into a masterful epic.  Beginning with Saul of             

Tarsus and the martyrdom of Stephen to Saul’s 

transforming encounter with Christ on the               

Damascus road, the story follows the man who 

spread the seeds of the gospel of Jesus Christ to 

the ends of the Roman Empire.  The author 

shows you the man and his times through the 

eyes of Barnabus, James, Timothy, Luke and 

many others.  Wangerin, who calls Paul “the 

hinge of history”, also uses Paul’s words             

directly from the scriptures, offering the reader    

a vivid portrayal of a very complicated man and 

of God working through that individual to 

change the world. 

 As well-known author Philip Yancey 

states, “This book combines the very best of 

Wangerin’s skills: biblical knowledge, a sense 

of drama, ….and the ability to tell a crackling 

good story.”   

 Come and see what our library has to 

offer! 

NOVEMBER Calendar                                         
 

November 4    6:00pm DEACONS                                 

          7:00pm WORSHIP                     

          7:30pm TRUSTEES                         

November 6    6:00pm OUTREACH                   

November 12   1:00pm Game Day                                   

November 15   9:00am All Church/Trustees Work Day 

November 18   7:00pm SESSION                        

November 20   12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch   

     @ Brady’s Run Grille        

November 22   Presbytery of the Alleghenies in    

    Bakerstown, PA          

November 25   7:00pm Thanksgiving Service             

November 28   4:00pm Hanging of the Greens                         

Every Monday   1:00pm Bible Study                                                           

            6:00pm Young Adults & College Study  

     @ Cline’s – 3309 6th Ave. (Bi-Monthly 11/3, 11/17)                                                               

Every Tuesday  9:00am Breakfast Club @Hot Dog Shoppe                                                                                      

Every Wednesday  3:30pm “SHINE” After School program                           

   followed by Family Dinner @6pm           
                7:30pm Youth Girls Small Group @ Manse 

         Youth Guys in Youth Room                                   

Every Thursday  9:00am Women’s Small Group                    

  7:00pm Choir Practice/8:15pm Praise Team              

Every Friday       6:00pm Small Group Study   

          @ Hughes’-312 Elmbrook Dr.                                                                                              

Every Saturday   7:30am Men’s Breakfast@ Eat-n-Park                        

Every Sunday     7:00pm Crosscurrent                                                                                          

2nd & 4th Sunday   6:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions  
     (11/9, 11/23) 

Thank You 

Once again, this October has reminded me of the joys of serving with you. ‘Pastor               

Appreciation Month’ has brought wonderful baked goods, gift cards, and personal            

expressions of thanks from many of you. I have yet to receive the ‘personal’ version of               

the ‘The Story’ that Cheryl Hammer has been asking you to provide as a part of ‘our Story’ 

of faith, but I am very much looking forward to it. You are a joy to be with a people               

following after the Lord’s heart. Thank you. 

Pastor Scott 

CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

    ‘FAITH-PROMISE’ GIVING GUIDE                                                                                                     

    

‘Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work.’  ~ 2 Corinthians 9:7-8  

    By God’s grace, I plan to give________weekly/monthly to the ministry of CUP Evangelical  

              Presbyterian Church. 
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