
From the Pastor’s Desk…  DECEMBER 2014 

     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

 

Dear Cup Family and Friends,  

 

Some of you know that Tuesday morning is the time for Matt, Cindy, and myself to get together. We look at the                 

upcoming calendar, discuss what deadlines are approaching, pray for congregational members and each other, and       

share a devotional. I want to share with you (at some length) a portion of a devotional we used this week for Advent,  

from Alistair Begg, a pastor in the greater Cleveland area.  

 

     Remember what the angel said to the shepherds: ‘This will be a sign to you. You will find the babe, wrapped in                         

swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.’ What a strange sight. Not that the shepherds were unfamiliar with a manger.                  

It was part of their routine activities. But a child in a manger? What child is this that would be laid in a manger?          

     The sign is not a chariot parked outside. It’s not a scepter, but a stable.  

      He ‘made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant.’ In other words, he became as much of an earthly servant as 

he had been a heavenly sovereign.  

     We see this same picture in another scene much later in Jesus’ life:  

 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back             

to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

(John 13:3-5) 

 

Wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. . . wrapped in a towel and wiping his disciples’ feet. Taking the 

form of a servant. 

 

Friends, do you realize that Jesus Christ is willing and able to serve you this Advent and Christmas season? For many                

of us (particularly the ladies), this time of year can feel like an ever-faster spinning to-do list with demanding and tired 

bosses, children, extended family members, and so on. Jesus may look to us like one more Person to appease by 

‘remembering’ Him appropriately, like the names we check off on the Christmas card list. No. Jesus doesn’t  ‘need’              

anything from you. Take a deep breath, and read Begg’s meditation again. As I see my Lord wrapped in humility from 

beginning to end, I WANT to give him my heart. Giving ‘my all’, whatever that means this year, becomes a joy when I 

see that it’s allowing me to become a little more like the amazing Savior who gave Himself  away to bring me the joy of            

a restored relationship with my Maker.  

 

Now, the day is coming when Jesus will return – wrapped not in swaddling clothes, but in blinding glory. Every knee            

will bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord. Some of those tongues will confess out of anger, but our tongues            

may fairly sing with rejoicing – for we have come to recognize the Servant heart of our Savior.  

 

Merry Christmas to you! 
 

Pastor Scott 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available 

in the library immediately following      

worship each Sunday.                                                  

Please join us in the library and let us pray 

with you. If you know of family members or 

others in the community who are in need     

of prayer, please encourage them to join us 

on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available in 

the blue pew pads.                                                        

If you have a written prayer request,    

please fill out the card and drop it in the 

offering plate or church office and we will 

pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the 

week: Please call the church at                              

724-843-1594 to speak to the pastor, to  

have your prayer request put on our prayer 

chain, or  to set up a more convenient time 

to pray together with the prayer team or one 

of our elders. 

 Please remember that all prayer requests                               

will remain confidential! 

Deep Healing Prayer Opportunities 

In the wake of Gary and Kathleen Hixson’s time with us, several people have 

seen or experienced first-hand the dramatic power and love of God   that 

comes in what has been called ‘Deep Healing’ prayer. Members of the CUP 

prayer team will be participating in these 2 hour sessions, but  all content 

from these sessions will be confidential. Typically, we will have women pray 

for women and men pray for men.  

Sunday, December 7th & December 21st 

 6:00-8:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions               
If you are interested in joining the CUP prayer team, please contact Pastor Scott.                                                                

  Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (Study of Hebrews)   

Monday Evening College & Young Adult Small Group 6pm                  

(Meets every other week at the Cline’s—3309 6th Ave.) 

Wednesday Youth Small Groups 7:30pm                                          

Youth Girls at the Manse & Youth Boys in the Youth Room 

Second Wednesday 12:00pm Game Day  (December 10, Grand Valley Inn) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am                               

(Children of the Day: 1 & 2 Thessalonians)  

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (December 18, Shakespeare’s)                                       

Friday Evening Small Group 6pm (at the Hughes’ - 513 Elmbrook Dr.)                   

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am (Job)                                      

The Newsletter is also 

available online at our 

website: cupepc.org 

ANNUAL LADIES CHRISTMAS TEA 

MONDAY DECEMBER 15TH at 6:30pm 

AT THE BIXLER’S—138 EMMETT DR. 

                                                                                         

In lieu of a gift exchange, we are asking for 

“Presents for the CUP Kitchen”.                            

Ideas include dish towels & cloths,                          

pot holders, measuring cups & spoons,                 

long handles wooden spoons & spatulas.                                

(No need to wrap these gifts!)              

        

CHRISTMAS EVE             

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

7:00PM 

 INVITE A FRIEND! 

SHINE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

DECEMBER 14TH 

AT 7:00PM 

‘A PLAY IN A MANGER’ 

The Church Office will be 

closed Dec. 24—26th. 

Pastor Scott will be out of the 

office Dec. 29—Jan 2nd. 

 

    Christmas Caroling 

      for Our Shut-Ins 

       Wed. Dec. 17th 

            at 7:00pm 

     Everyone is invited   

back to the Church afterwards for Cocoa, etc. 

Sunday December 21st               

Christmas Cantata                              

‘The First Noel’                              

Celebrating the Birthday                      

of a King                                     

10:30am during Worship 
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CUP LIBRARY NEWS    
 

 Hey there, parents of youngsters, and that includes all of our Shine families.  Here is a list of some of the children’s 

books that we have in our church library that deal with the real reason for Christmas. 

The Secret of the Star by Dave Hill   God’s Gift Baby by LaVonne Neff 

Clem the Clumsy Camel by Virginia Mueller  Mary’s Story by M. M. Brem 

His Name is Jesus by Sara Klein    The Secret Journey by Virginia Mueller 

The Birth of Jesus by Elaine Ife    Ben’s Blanket and the Baby Jesus by Linda Burba 

Who is God? by Carolyn Nystrom                 Who is Jesus? By Carolyn Nystrom 

Little Benjamin and the First Christmas by Betty Forell 

Also among our children’s collection are “The Crazy Christmas Angel Mystery” by Beverly Lewis and “The Legend of the 

Christmas Tree” by Rick Osborne, along with many other great kids books.  Our children’s collection is on the shelf unit to 

the right as you walk into the library.  Inside the back cover of each book you will find a check out card.  Just sign your name 

and place it in the small basket on the table on the left side of the room. 

NOVEMBER Calendar                                         
 

December 2    6:00pm DEACONS                                 

          7:00pm WORSHIP                     

          7:30pm TRUSTEES                         

December 4    6:00pm OUTREACH                    

December 10   12:00pm Game Day @ Grand Valley Inn                                  

December 13   9:00am SHINE Dress Rehearsal         

December 14   7:00pm SHINE Musical                              

       ’A Play in a Manger’ / Reception Following         

December 15   6:30pm Ladies’ Christmas Tea          

December 16   7:00pm SESSION                        

December 17   7:00pm Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins 

December 18   12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch   

      @ Shakespeare’s, Ellwood City         

December 21   10:30am Cantata ’The First Noel’                       
December 21   7:00pm Crosscurrent Christmas Party                        

December 24   7:00pm Lessons & Carols/Christmas Eve                        

Every Monday   1:00pm Bible Study                                                           

            6:00pm Young Adults & College Study  

     @ Cline’s – 3309 6th Ave. (Bi-Monthly 12/8 only)                                                               

Every Tuesday  9:00am Breakfast Club @Hot Dog Shoppe                                                                                      

Every Wednesday  3:30pm “SHINE” After School program                           

   followed by Family Dinner @6pm           
                7:30pm Youth Girls Small Group @ Manse 

         Youth Guys in Youth Room                                   

Every Thursday  9:00am Women’s Small Group                    

  7:00pm Choir Practice/8:15pm Praise Team              

Every Friday       6:00pm Small Group Study   

          @ Hughes’-312 Elmbrook Dr.                                                                                              

Every Saturday   7:30am Men’s Breakfast@ Eat-n-Park                        

Every Sunday     7:00pm Crosscurrent  (no CC 12/14, 12/28)                                                                                        

2nd & 4th Sunday   6:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions  
     (12/7, 12/21) 

Dear Cup Family, 

You have surrounded us with your 

love and prayers. Words cannot                

express our sincere appreciation for 

all the food and time you gave for 

the dinner following Billy’s service. 

You have brought comfort, not only 

to our family but to Billy’s friends.  

We are so grateful to have such                 

wonderful members of our Church 

family. We are blessed. Thank you             

for everything. 

        ~ Becky & Mike Arbogast 

Dear Cup Family, 

The Reception your Church 

provided for our family and  friends  

after the Service  for William Arbogast 

was greatly appreciated. 

The time you allowed us and 

the meal you also provided allowed 

us to start our healing and lessen           

the grieving all  were feeling. 

Please thank all who worked           

so hard.                                                      

               ~ Robert  Arbogast 
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