
From the Pastor’s Desk…  MARCH 2015 

     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

Dear Cup Church family and friends,  

 

Have you ever had the opportunity to meet a member of your family at a reunion that you haven’t seen for years? 

Or run into an old friend from High School and you pick up right where you left off? Newly discovered or       

appreciated relationships are a true joy, and one that most of us wish we could get more often.  

 

The season of Lent – the 40 days before Easter – is a time where we can, in a sense, get re-acquainted with the 

Lord. I have been feeling an increasing ‘tug’ on my heart to spend more time in prayer this year, and I am hoping 

to bring you all along with me! Emily Herman, the wife of a Presbyterian Pastor during the first World War and 

one of my favorite writers on the topic says, ‘Prayer in its essence is communion with God. The simplest analogy 

– that of loving, trustful intercourse between friend and friend – is also the most profound.’ Jesus, amazingly 

enough, wants to be our friend and our brother (John 15:13-15, 20:17). This means, among other things, that He 

really wants to converse with us in prayer and through his word, the Bible.  

 

During the month of March, we are offering several ways to help you grow in your prayer life. We are offering 

some simple models of prayer that have been compiled by Ruth Haley Barton. (You can pick one up in the office 

or on the side table in the upper entryway.)  For those of us who were raised on one or two rote prayers (‘Now I 

lay be down to sleep. . . ‘), Barton’s guide can allow us some additional ways to open up the communication 

channels. Just as we don’t simply talk about the weather every time with a close friend, we look for different 

ways to bring the concerns of our hearts and minds to God. Reading Scripture as a part of our prayers can help us 

discover what God has on His mind for us as well.  

 

In addition, we have several 40-day devotionals by Augustine (‘Early Will I Seek You’) and Amy Carmichael 

(‘You Are My Hiding Place’) that may help you grow in your life with God. When we read and consider what 

other great men and women of God have experienced in their life with the Lord, we may not feel so strange or 

unsure of ourselves.  

 

Finally, we have a team of several people (John Brieck, Cheryl Hammer, Brian and Tammy Hughes) that are 

working on updating our prayer room, and to encourage its use this Spring.  Part of that effort will be a focus on 

prayer and fasting during Holy Week (March 29-April 5). We are planning a special evening service for prayer on 

Palm Sunday, and will be taking sign-ups for the prayer room all week. If you’ve never seen or used the prayer 

room, take a trip up to our education wing and poke your head in the door. I hope it will encourage you to take 

some time with the ‘still, small voice’ of your Friend, who is also your Creator and Redeemer. What an awesome 

privilege to spend an unhurried hour with God! 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Scott 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available 

in the library immediately following      

worship each Sunday.                                                  

Please join us in the library and let us pray 

with you. If you know of family members or 

others in the community who are in need     

of prayer, please encourage them to join us 

on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available in 

the blue pew pads.                                                        

If you have a written prayer request,    

please fill out the card and drop it in the 

offering plate or church office and we will 

pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the 

week: Please call the church at                              

724-843-1594 to speak to the pastor, to  

have your prayer request put on our prayer 

chain, or  to set up a more convenient time 

to pray together with the prayer team or one 

of our elders. 

 Please remember that all prayer requests                               

will remain confidential! 

Deep Healing Prayer Opportunities 

In the wake of Gary and Kathleen Hixson’s time with us, several people have 

seen or experienced first-hand the dramatic power and love of God   that 

comes in what has been called ‘Deep Healing’ prayer. Members of the CUP 

prayer team will be participating in these 2 hour sessions, but  all content 

from these sessions will be confidential. Typically, we will have women pray 

for women and men pray for men.  

Sunday, March 8 & March 22                                                                     

6:00-8:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions                         
If you are interested in joining the CUP prayer team, please contact Pastor Scott.                                                                

  Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (Study of Luke)   

Monday Evening College & Young Adult Small Group 6pm                                                             

(Meets every other week at the Cline’s—3309 6th Ave.) 

Wednesday Youth Small Groups 6:30pm                                                                                          

Youth Girls at the Manse & Youth Boys in the Youth Room 

Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day  (March 11th) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am                                                                         

(Children of the Day: 1 & 2 Thessalonians)  

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (March 19th at Harry’s)                                       

Friday Evening Small Group 6pm (at the Hughes’ - 513 Elmbrook Dr.)                   

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am (Job)                                      

The Newsletter is also 

available online at 

our website:                   

cupepc.org 

‘Grief Share’ (an Outreach Program)  

Mondays (13 Weeks) 

6:30-8:30pm 

Led by Dave & Jan Pawlos 

A Journey from Mourning to Joy 

Each session is “self-contained” so you      

do not have to attend in sequence.           

 

 

 

 

 

    March 29—Palm Sunday Worship  

           10:30am 

    March 31—Seder Meal (TBA) 

    April 2—Tenebrae  7:00am 

    April 5—Easter Sunday 

 Pancake Breakfast  8:30am  

 Worship  10:30am 

Please Note: Since March 1st is a “SHINE” Sunday, Communion 

has been changed to Sunday  March 8th. 

God’s justice 
and mercy 
intersect at 
the cross. 
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CUP LIBRARY NEWS    

 This month I have an older and a newer item in our library to bring to your attention.  

 The first is a book by Tim Stafford (a graduate of Stanford University with a B.A. in           

creative writing) that has been on our shelves for a number of years.   “As Our Years Increase” was 

written in 1989 and much of the book is a very practical, nuts and bolts how-to guide to dealing 

with our aging American population.  But Stafford takes it further with a Christian perspective.  He 

points out that in Biblical times old age was considered a blessing, a gift from God that was valued 

by the whole community.  He probes hard questions in his book but also provides a sense of the 

good things that God intends for us in our later years. 

 The other item is new to our shelves and is titled “Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater 

Than We Imagine”.   It is a DVD designed for a small group study along with a 7-session              

participant’s guide and a 63 page leader’s guide.  The DVD sessions are presented by Max Lucado, 

one of America’s favorite Christian writers and the study guides are written by Amanda Haley and 

published by Thomas Nelson. 

Come and see what our library has to offer! 

MARCH Calendar                                         

March 1        12:00pm PICK UP SOUP ORDERS                                

March 3        6:00pm DEACONS                                 

           7:00pm WORSHIP                     

           7:30pm TRUSTEES                         

March 5         6:00pm OUTREACH                    

March 11       1:00pm Game Day                           

March 17        7:00pm SESSION                     

March 19       12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch   

      @ Harry’s     

March 29       10:30am PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP                   

March 31       SEDER MEAL                              
Every Monday   1:00pm Bible Study (study of Luke)                                                          

            6:00pm Young Adults & College Study  

     @ Cline’s – 3309 6th Ave. (3/9 & 3/23)        

            6:30pm Grief Share Support Group                     

Every Wednesday  3:30pm “SHINE” After School program                           

   followed by Family Dinner @6pm           
                6:30pm Youth Girls Small Group @ Manse 

      Youth Guys in Youth Room                                   

Every Thursday  9:00am Women’s Small Group                    

  7:00pm Choir Practice/8:15pm Praise Team              

Every Friday       6:00pm Small Group Study   

          @ Hughes’-312 Elmbrook Dr.                                                                                              

Every Saturday   7:30am Men’s Breakfast@ Eat-n-Park                        

Every Sunday     7:00pm Crosscurrent                                                                                         

2nd & 4th Sunday   6:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions  
     (3/8, 3/22) 

PASTOR DOMINIC  
AND  RUTH’S 
NEW HOME! 



                        Page 4 


