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     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

 Dear CUP church family and friends,  

This past month has seen some of the most revolutionary events in our nation’s history in the 

area of religious freedom. ‘Freedom’, however, is perhaps not the best term, because events in locations 

such as Indiana, Arkansas, Oregon, and Washington state are showing in rapid-fire succession that             

individuals trying to take a stand on Christian conscience are facing stiff fines, ridicule, and in some 

cases, death threats.  

A baker fined $150,000 for refusing to serve a lesbian wedding. The State of California has banned 

their judges from being members of the Boy Scouts, who are now seen as a discriminatory group.             

Wal-Mart and the CEO of Apple have weighed in politically against protecting business owners who 

have scruples on religious grounds, actually causing complete about-faces on legislation in traditionally 

conservative places. An opinion piece in this past Sunday’s New York Times quoted a Christian ethicist 

declaring (in a negative tone) ‘Conservative Christian religion is the last bulwark against full acceptance 

of LGBT people.’  An Indiana pizza parlor that referred a gay couple to another restaurant to hold their 

wedding reception was inundated with horrific insults and reviews, was targeted to have their business 

‘burned to the ground’ on social media, and has closed until further notice.  Currently, Christians are 

being portrayed in mainstream media as modern-day violent racists, similar to police forces against   

African Americans in the Jim Crow South.  How do followers of Jesus Christ who hold to the authority 

of Scripture in an increasingly hostile culture? Three simple ideas to consider: 
 

Be humble. It is worth noting that the Jewish people lived as exiles in Persia and Babylon, and were 

faced with incredibly difficult settings to keep their faith. Esther was placed in a harem. Daniel 

and his compatriots studied astrology, magic, and were likely castrated upon being taken into the 

palace ‘elite’. The early church was born in an extremely licentious culture. (One Roman        

observer noted with amazement, ‘They share a common table, but not a common bed. . . they 

love all men, and are persecuted by all.”) In both places, Jews and Christians refused to act with 

violence of word or deed against those who hated or misunderstood them.  “We do not fight with 

the weapons of this world,” Paul writes (2 Cor. 10:4). “Not by might, not by power, but by my 

Spirit, says the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6).  If our Lord’s main demonstration of power was to die on 

a cross, we cannot expect to get his message across through different means.  

Be courageous. Nevertheless, there comes a point where kindness and humility alone cannot be 

considered a faithful and honorable witness to God. For Esther, the line came when Mordecai 

told her of Haman’s legislation to exterminate the Jews (Esther 4:1-12). For Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, it was when they were commanded to bow down to the image of the king (Daniel 

3:7-12). In Jesus’ day, the Sadduccees were Jewish religious leaders who chose complete          

cultural assimilation as the path to survival. They gave up more and more of their Jewish identity 

and belief in an effort to fit in with the Roman empire and reap its benefits. In the end, however, 

they were destroyed as a movement with the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD.  In some 

cases, forces and ideas for secularization in society can be accommodated and lived with.           

Christianity is at its best in a society with a free exchange of ideas. Yet when a particular idea or 

force insists having no dissent, and places itself by force above all others, we are called to bear 

witness that  there are no other gods above the one true God. (Ex. 20:3, Romans 10:9-10) 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CUP LIBRARY NEWS    
“Seeing Through the Fog” is a book I bought for myself a couple of summers ago.  I have now decided to 

donate it to our library in order to share it with my CUP family.  Author Ed Dobson is pastor emeritus of 

Calvary Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan and has since served as an advisory editor for Christianity        

Today and consulting editor for Leadership magazine.  He holds an earned doctorate from the University  

of Virginia and was named Pastor of the Year by the Moody Bible Institute.  He has also written a number 

of other books including “The Year of Living Like Jesus”. 

Dobson grew up in Belfast, Northern Ireland and recalls riding the city double-decker buses as a young  

man when the thick fog would roll in.  The book’s title, “Seeing Through the Fog” describes the sensation 

that resulted.  It also describes how he felt when he was diagnosed with ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease in the 

fall of 2000 at the age of fifty.  The autobiography that he writes is powerful and very moving.  His honesty 

in dealing with this difficult disability is blunt and to-the-point.  But despite living with this debilitating 

disease for more than ten years he does not write only of the grief he has experienced.  He writes of the 

hope he has in the God he trusts. 

This book can be found in the biography section of our library – call number 920.  The 920’s are in the             

last two shelves of the non-fiction section.  If you want to find something in our library and are having            

difficulty you can call me at 724 847-0781 and I will be happy to help. 

 

  Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (Resumes April 13th)   

Monday Evening College & Young Adult Small Group 6pm                                                             

(Meets every other week at the Cline’s—4/13 & 4/27—3309 6th Ave.) 

Wednesday Youth Small Groups 6:30pm                                                                                          

Youth Girls at the Manse & Youth Boys in the Youth Room 

Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day  (April 8th) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am                                                                         

(Jesus Confronts Today’s Controversies)  

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (April 16th @ Yolanda’s)                                       

Friday Evening Small Group 6pm (at the Hughes’ - 513 Elmbrook Dr.)                   

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am                                     

Take the Long View.  Communism took a worthy value: a love of working-class people – and turned it into a 

‘god’, with evil results. Nazism took a worthy value: a love of country, or of ethnic identity – and turned it 

into a ‘god’, with evil results. This type of behavior has happened continually over the centuries, and in many 

cases, these political sicknesses have attacked the church, which is recognized (rightly) as presenting a rival 

claim of allegiance. In our day and in our country, we are facing a love of individual ‘rights’ in the realm of 

sexual expression that is threatening to do the same. Yet the book of Esther (and elsewhere) remind us that 

God is still in charge, and has placed us here and now ‘for such a time as this’ (Esther 4:12).  Ultimately, we 

know that God is victorious, even through suffering may come (1 Pet. 5:10). May we always remember to 

love our neighbor, as ourselves, whoever they are. Yet may we also remember, ‘In (our) hearts, set apart          

Jesus Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks you for the reason of the hope 

you have.’ (1 Peter 3:15) 
 

Cordially,  

Pastor Scott 
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IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available in                      

the library immediately following worship                  

each Sunday.                                                             

Please join us in the library and let us pray with 

you. If you know of family members or others in   

the community who are in need of prayer, please                

encourage them to join us on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available in the           

blue pew pads.                                                                                       

If you have a written prayer request, please fill               

out the card and drop it in the offering plate or 

church office and we will pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the week: 

Please call the church at 724-843-1594 to speak                    

to the pastor, to have your prayer request put                  

on our prayer chain, or to set up a more                                      

convenient time to pray together with the prayer 

team or one of our elders. 

Deep Healing Prayer Opportunities 

In the wake of Gary and Kathleen Hixson’s time with us, several 

people have seen or experienced first-hand the dramatic power 

and love of God   that comes in what has been called ‘Deep  

Healing’ prayer. Members of the CUP prayer team will be              

participating in these 2 hour sessions, but  all content from these 

sessions will be confidential. Typically, we will have women 

pray for women and men pray for men.  

Sunday, April 12th & April 26th                                                                    

6:00-8:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions                           
 If you are interested in joining the CUP prayer team, please                 

contact Pastor Scott.                                                                

APRIL Calendar                                         

April 3           12:00pm Community Good Friday  

         Service at CUMC                     

April 5           8:30am Easter Pancake Breakfast             

           10:30am Easter Worship                

April 7           6:00pm DEACONS                                 

           7:00pm WORSHIP                     

           7:30pm TRUSTEES                         

April 8    1:00pm Game Day                           

April 9           6:00pm OUTREACH                    

April 16    12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch  

       @ Yolanda’s                          

April 19         3:00pm Combined Youth Event to  

              SkyZone with Mt. Olive Lutheran                      

April 21    7:00pm SESSION                     

April 24    6:00pm Presytery of the Alleghenies  

          @ Tabernacle EPC in Austintown, OH 

           6:30pm Shine Talent Show                

April 25   8:00am Church Work Day                    
Every Monday   1:00pm Bible Study (resumes 4/13)                                                          

            6:00pm Young Adults & College Study  

     @ Cline’s – 3309 6th Ave. (4/13 & 4/27)        

            6:30pm Grief Share Support Group                     

Every Wednesday  3:30pm “SHINE” After School program                           

   followed by Family Dinner @6pm           
                6:30pm Youth Girls Small Group @ Manse 

      Youth Guys in Youth Room                                   

Every Thursday  9:00am Women’s Small Group                    

  7:00pm Choir Practice/8:15pm Praise Team              

Every Friday       6:00pm Small Group Study   

          @ Hughes’-312 Elmbrook Dr.                                                                                              

Every Saturday   7:30am Men’s Breakfast@ Eat-n-Park                        

Every Sunday     7:00pm Crosscurrent   (No CC 4/5)                                                                                    

2nd & 4th Sunday   6:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions  
     (4/12 & 4/26) 

The Newsletter 

is also                

available 

online at our 

website:                   

cupepc.org 

Shine Talent Show! 

Friday, - April 24, 2015 at 6:30pm 
 

Vocal & Instrumental Musical                    

Performances, Drama, Dance and                  

Artwork from our talented                            

participants of the Shine Program 
 

Everyone is invited to attend! 

Presbytery of the Alleghenies 

Friday April 24th at 3:00pm &  

Saturday April  25th at 12:30pm 

Tabernacle EPC in 

Austintown, OH 

Since God’s hand is in  everything,               

you can  leave  everything in  God’s hand. 

Be sure to stop in the                        

Choir Room to see the                       

beautiful new Tapestry –                

Thank you to Judy Bixler 
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