
From the Pastor’s Desk…  JUNE / JULY  2015 

     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

Dear Cup Church family and friends,  

 

This month, I celebrate another birthday. However, I have reached the stage where I am supposed to put                 

parentheses around ‘celebrate.’ Becoming older or ‘mature’ is not necessarily seen as a good thing in our world.  

 

Last month, I described the Summer preaching series we will be going through on relationships. The belief is that 

we can become more ‘mature’ in the way we interact with others, with God, with our community, and even with 

ourselves. But this implies that relational and spiritual growth is possible. It also implies that it’s desirable.  We 

are supposed to act like toddlers our whole lives.  

 

That spiritual and relational growth is crucial may seem like a no-brainer. Yet there is a great deal in our current 

culture that encourages us to postpone responsibility and community involvement. ’30 is the new 20’ and 

‘Keeping my options open’ are two of the current ‘mantras.’ I could fill up this page with some of the symptoms 

of  extended immaturity today. But let’s take a few moments to focus on where we’re trying to go on the road to 

relational maturity.  

 

Thomas Bergler released a marvelous book last year titled From Here to Maturity: Overcoming the Juvenilization 

of American Christianity. He states that spiritual maturity is possible, desirable, and an expected outgrowth of the 

Holy Spirit’s presence in a believer’s life.  He presents 5 elements of spiritual maturity, with a brief statement 

describing each:  

 

Know the Basics.  ‘To become a devoted follower of Jesus who understands, embraces, and stands firm in the 

Gospel and the Christian way of life that flows from it.”  (read Colossians 1:28 and Hebrews 6:1) 

Discernment. “To love God and neighbor well by being able to apply God’s word to discern truth from error 

and right from wrong in the situations of everyday life.” (Hebrews 5:14 and Romans 12:2) 

Community. “To love the church and take my place in building up the other members of the body of Christ 

toward maturity.” (Ephesians 4:15-16) 

Missional. “To love Jesus and his mission so much that I actively participate with other followers of Jesus in 

bringing Christ’s life to all people.” (John 20:21) 

Suffering and Comfort. “To become closer to Jesus and more like him by welcoming both his death and his 

resurrection power in my daily life and service of others.” (Philippians 3:10) 

 

During our ‘Thirsty Thursday’ events this Summer, we will be looking at each one of these five areas in turn with 

our film series, interspersed with our Summer speakers working through the Lord’s Prayer. These 5 areas will be 

lifted up on a regular basis during the coming year, because we need a vision of the kind of character develop-

ment and people God has called and created us to be. We don’t have to stay the same. In fact, it’s actually a joy to 

grow up!  

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Scott 
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TRUSTEES ARE PLANNING A                                                                         

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL                                                                                      

FOLLOWING WORSHIP ON JUNE 14th 

 

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available in                      

the library immediately following worship                  

each Sunday.                                                             

Please join us in the library and let us pray with 

you. If you know of family members or others in   

the community who are in need of prayer, please                

encourage them to join us on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available in the           

blue pew pads.                                                                                       

If you have a written prayer request, please fill               

out the card and drop it in the offering plate or 

church office and we will pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the week: 

Please call the church at 724-843-1594 to speak                    

to the pastor, to have your prayer request put                  

on our prayer chain, or to set up a more                                      

convenient time to pray together with the prayer 

team or one of our elders. 

Deep Healing Prayer Opportunities 

In the wake of Gary and Kathleen Hixson’s time with us, several 

people have seen or experienced first-hand the dramatic power 

and love of God   that comes in what has been called ‘Deep  

Healing’ prayer. Members of the CUP prayer team will be              

participating in these 2 hour sessions, but  all content from these 

sessions will be confidential. Typically, we will have women 

pray for women and men pray for men.  

Sunday, June 28th & July 19th                                                                    

6:00-8:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions                           
 If you are interested in joining the CUP prayer team, please                 

contact Pastor Scott.                                                                

  Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study  (resumes in fall) 

Wednesday Youth Small Groups 6:30pm (resumes in fall)                                                                                       

Youth Girls at the Manse & Youth Boys in the Youth Room 

Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day  (June 10th/July 8th) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am (resumes in fall)  

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (June 18th Grand Valley Inn                                     

      July 16th Eat ‘n Park)                                       

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am (resumes in fall)  

The Newsletter 

is also                

available 

online at our 

website:                   

cupepc.org 

While you are Spring Cleaning, don’t       

forget to set aside those discarded treasures 

for ‘The Big Sale’ this September! 

JULY 13th—17th 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
This Year—’EVEREST’ 
When you make it to the top of                

Everest, you’re at the highest point 

on earth. But Jesus is higher still!               

He promises to provide, to comfort, 

to love us forever, and more.                 

Kids will learn that his awesome 

power is enough to overcome 

any “mountain” or                                     

problem in their lives. 

GRADUATION SUNDAY—JUNE 7th 

    ‘THIRSTY THURSDAYS’                             

JUNE 18th—AUGUST 27th 

Theme—Spiritual Maturity                                   

and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

6:00pm Potluck Dinner /                             

6:45pm Speaker or Movie 

Sign Up Sheet is available for volunteers    

to Host in their home 
 

Schedule of Speakers on page 3 
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JUNE/JULYCalendar                                         

JUNE 2        6:00pm DEACONS                                 

          7:00pm WORSHIP                     

          7:30pm TRUSTEES                         

JUNE 4   6:00pm OUTREACH                    

JUNE 5   Blackhawk HS Graduation       

JUNE 7   Graduation Sunday                 

JUNE 9   7:00pm SESSION                     

JUNE 10   1:00pm Game Day                          

   Survival Competition (6/10-6/11)                           

JUNE 13  9:00am Trustees/Church Work Day 

JUNE 14  Trustees Fundraiser / Strawberry  

   Festival following Worship        

JUNE 18   12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch   

        @ Grand Valley Inn           

JUNE 19-21   Alive Youth Trip                             

JULY 8   1:00pm Game Day                          

JUNE 13-17   9:00am Vacation Bible School                

JULY 16   12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch   

        @ Eat ’n’ Park                       

JULY 25  Hillsong United Youth Trip                             
Mondays         1:00pm Bible Study (resumes in fall)                  

Wednesdays      3:30pm “SHINE” After School program                           

        followed by Family Dinner @6pm (resumes in fall)                 

               6:30pm Wild Wednesdays                        

Thursdays          9:00am Women’s Small Group (resumes in fall)                    

      6:00pm Thirsty Thursdays                    

  7:00pm Choir Practice (resumes in fall)                            

Saturdays            7:30am Men’s Group (resumes in fall)                 

Sundays               7:00pm Crosscurrent   (resumes in fall)                 

2nd & 4th Sunday   6:00pm Deep Healing Prayer Sessions  
     (6/28 & 7/19) 

   THIRSTY THURSDAY SCHEDULE OF SPEAKERS 

   JUNE 18     REV. CHRIS WHITE – GATEWAY EPC, SLIPPERY ROCK  

   JUNE  25    MOVIE NIGHT – ‘THE EDGE OF THE CITY’ (PG – 82 min.) 1957 

   JULY 2       STACEY JESSEL – DIRECTOR OF SMALL GROUPS, LAZARUS CENTER 

   JULY 9       REV. PETER DEMBROSKI - BETHANY EPC, MERCER (Brady’s Run Pavilion  #15) 

   JULY 16      MOVIE NIGHT – ‘LINSANITY’ (PG – 89 min.) 2013 

   JULY 23      REV. DANA OPP, PORTERSVILLE EPC  

   JULY 30      MOVIE NIGHT – ‘A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS’ (G – adult themes) 1966 

   AUGUST 6      MOVIE NIGHT – ‘THE MATRIX’ (R – dramatic violence) 1999  

   AUGUST 13    MOVIE NIGHT – ‘SENSE AND SENSIBILITY’’ (PG) 1995 

   AUGUST 20   PIRATES GAME AT PNC PARK: FAITH NIGHT  

    AUGUST 27   MOVIE NIGHT – ‘CALVARY’ (R – for language, innuendo) or ‘LUTHER’ (PG -13) 1995 

     MISSION TRIP TO CLEVELAND 
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