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The Hopes and Fears of All the Years 
 

And Mary said. . . His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.  -- Luke 1:20 
 

Charles Dickens certainly knew what he was talking about when he wrote about the ghosts of Christmas past, present, 
and future. For most of us in Western Pennsylvania, there is no other time of year so filled with memories, hopes, and 
fears as Christmas time. I can agree with Andy Williams that ‘it’s the most wonderful time of the year’ – most of the 
time. Yet as I age, and the Christmases pile up on each other like the cars on my old electric train when I turned the 
generator up, I’m aware of the ‘ghosts’ that linger around the twinkling lights.   
 

The Ghost of Christmas Past 

As a youngster, I would commiserate with my older sister and carefully tiptoe down the stairs, avoiding each creak and 
groan like a professional cat burglar.  This was simply for a glimpse at the treasures that might be lurking under the 
tree, forbidden to us until mom and dad finished hibernating. (I think we probably started knocking on their door 
around 7 AM).  But there were other, more difficult memories. When we would pack up the station wagon and drive 
from Dayton to my grandparents’ home in Bellevue, I would sit in stunned silence as my Grandmother would ask two 
or three times an hour on December 28, ‘Have we had Christmas yet?’  
 

The Ghost of Christmas Present 

Over time, the fulcrum of responsibility for Christmas traditions shifts. In my family, this manifested itself in the          
Christmas stockings. As I child, I was thrilled by the avalanche of oranges, chocolates, and Brazil Nuts that would tum-
ble out, coupled with my favorite brand of root beer on the hearth. A few years ago, it slowly dawned on me that those 
stockings don’t fill themselves (horrors!), and it fell to me to not only look after my children’s stockings, but my own 
mother’s as well – and my own at my mother’s house, if I wanted that root beer :-) .  
 

The Ghost of Christmas Future 

As the years pass, I am reminded of those around the tree in years past who are no longer with us, either due to              
distance or death. Fortunately, I am able to smile at most memories, but inevitably each year, there are                            
disappointments: the wrong size, a toy that broke hours after opening, a fight between parents or teenagers when the 
hope had been for love. And yet, our yearly celebrations of Christmas are actually an exercise in pointing toward a 
hope that we will NEVER fully realize in this life, but long for nevertheless. It is built into every human heart, and will 
not be fully realized until the Savior born in the manger comes back to wipe away every tear, restore broken bodies, 
minds, and spirits, and offer us the perfect gift of mercy to all those who recognize their need of it  - and of Him.  Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, a devout but likely scared teenager, knew the Torah and knew her own experience. When she 
declared ‘His mercy extends to those who fear him from generation to generation’, she certainly knew what she was 
talking about as well.  
 

May our loving and powerful Lord meet you this Christmas season in a new and powerful way, that you may allow him 
to embrace all of your holidays – past, present, and future – into his healing and redemptive arms.  



IN NEED OF PRAYER? 

Members of the prayer team are available in                       

the library immediately following                                    

worship each Sunday.                                                             

Please join us in the library and let us                                    

pray with you. If you know of family                                     

members or others in   the community                                  

who are in need of prayer, please                                              

encourage them to join us on Sundays.  

Prayer request cards are now available              

in the blue pew pads.                                                                                       

If you have a written prayer request,             

please fill out the card and drop it in  

the offering plate or church office and                       

we will pray for you. 

If you are in need of prayer throughout the 

week:                                                               

Please call the church at 724-843-1594 to 

speak to the pastor, to have your prayer                     

request put on our prayer chain, or to set up 

a more convenient time to pray together 

with the prayer team or one of our elders. 

 Please remember that all prayer requests                               

will remain confidential! 

Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (ends 12/12, resumes in Jan.) 

Second Wednesday 12:00pm Game Day (December 14 @ Grand Valley Inn) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am (ends 12/8, resumes in Jan.)                                                                                    

Thursday 7:00pm Grief Share (ends 12/15, resumes in Jan.) 

Friday Night Small Groups 6:00pm (@ The Hughes’, ends 12/16, resumes in Jan.)   

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am @ Eat ’n Park (ends 12/10, resumes in Jan.) 

The Newsletter is also                

available online at our 

website: cupepc.org 

BLUEGRASS CHRISTMAS                

CONCERT WITH                          

ECHO VALLEY                                    

DECEMBER 4TH                                           

   AT 2:00PM 

BENEFIT CONCERT FOR FINTONIA, SIERRA LEONE                                    

CHURCH BUILDING PROJECT 

$5. Donation at the Door Plus Free Will Offering 

 
Hosted by Judy Bixler 

138 Emmett Drive 

SATURDAY                         

DECEMBER 17TH                        

at 2:00pm 

 

YOUTH MISSIONS 

SOUP                              

FUNDRAISER                      

FOLLOWING WORSHIP                  

ON JANUARY 8TH                  

COME HUNGRY! 

Thank you Lord, for sending Your 

Son, our Savior, to fulfill Your 

promise of forgiveness and restoration. 



DECEMBER Calendar                                         

DECEMBER 4      2:00pm Echo Valley Concert                      
DECEMBER 6      6:00pm DEACONS                            
        7:00pm WORSHIP                      
        7:30pm TRUSTEES                           
DECEMBER 10     9:00am SHINE Dress Rehearsal                    
DECEMBER 11     7:00pm SHINE Christmas Musical 
     ‘Sheep in Heavenly Peace’/Reception Following 
DECEMBER 14     12:00pm Game Day Christmas Party 
           at Grand Valley Inn                            
        3:30pm SHINE Christmas Party 
   (NO DINNER—Last Shine until Jan.) 
DECEMBER 17    9:00am Christmas Cantata Rehearsal 
       2:00pm Ladies Christmas Tea  
    @ Judy Bixler’s—138 Emmett Dr. 
DECEMBER 18    10:30am Christmas Cantata   
              7:00pm Crosscurrent Christmas Party                   
DECEMBER 20    7:00pm SESSION                         
DECEMBER 21    7:00pm Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins 
DECEMBER 24    7:00pm Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 
DECEMBER 26/27    OFFICE CLOSED              
      

Mondays       1:00pm Bible Study (through 12/12)   
 6:15-8:15pm Alpha Dinner & Study (ends 12/12)                                               
Wednesdays   3:30pm “SHINE” After School   
  program followed by Family Dinner @6pm 
  (through 12/14 / resumes in January) 
Thursdays  9:00am Women’s Small Group (thru 12/8)  
          7:00pm Choir Practice    
 7:00pm Grief Share (thru 12/15, resumes in Jan.)
Fridays        7:00pm Small Fellowship Group                                      
        @ Hughes’  (through 12/16, resumes in Jan.)
Saturdays     7:30am Men’s Group @ Eat ‘n Park   
  (thorough 12/10, resumes in Jan.)        
Sundays       7:00pm Crosscurrent (Not scheduled 12/11, 
     Christmas Party 12/18, not scheduled 12/25)

                                                
SHINE MUSICAL  

‘Sheep in Heavenly Peace’ 

Sunday December 11th at 7:00pm 

Dress Rehearsal Sat. Dec. 10th                                
from 9am – Noon 

 

WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER 21ST  

7:00-9:00P.M. 

We’d love to have you join us as we 

visit our Shut-Ins and spread the joy 

of the Christmas Season                                                              

and then it’s back to the church for 

and hot chocolate!  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT                    

SERVICE 7:00pm 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

‘Celebrate the Child’ 

Sunday                                            

December 18th—

10:30am 



Seasons Greetings  CUP Family and Friends,  

What a blast the past month has been. So much has happened in the life of our Crosscurrent Youth. We have 

partied, played, worshiped and are falling more in love with Jesus every day!  Advent has begun and so we 

have also begun to prepare a path for Christ into our hearts this season. For we wait for his return! 

Please keep an eye out for upcoming  fundraising  events for the Youth for our upcoming EPC Retreat and 

Summer Mission Trip. Mark you calendars for a Soup luncheon on January 8th after worship. Thank you!  

Our Shine Kiddos have been super busy preparing for the upcoming musical on December 11th at 7pm. Lots 

of time has been spent singing, learning lines and of course still having fun as we learn about the coming of 

Christ.   

Please continue to keep both our Children and Youth as well as our community in prayer! It’s a privilege and 

an honor to work with them all! 

Have a blessed and Merry Christmas!                                                                                                                           

Your sister in Christ,                                                                                                                                                            

Joel Cunniff                                                                                                                                                                         

CUP Children and Youth Director 

December 11th @ 7pm 


