
From the Pastor’s Desk…  MID AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2017 

     CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

 

Dear Cup Church family and friends,  
 

How many of you have played the game “Two Truths and a Lie” at a party or with friends in middle school at an overnight? 
The premise of the game is simple: each person says two things about themselves that are true, and one that is a lie. The lie 
may sound believable, but it’s actually false. (I’ve fooled more than a few people at that game over the years!) 
 

This Fall, I’ll be preaching a series called “Two Truths and a Lie”. But here we will be looking at lies we believe about God,  
or ourselves – and the truths about God that can set us free.  
 

Here are some common statements in our world about God, based on lies.  
 

‘Don’t all religions just teach the same thing? All of them lead to heaven.’  

‘How can a loving God send people to hell? That just sounds primitive.’  

‘I’m not good enough to come into a church! God would never be interested in me.’  

‘Actually, I think I have a better time doing what I want than having some god tell me what to do all the time. Christianity is 
too boring.’  

‘God can’t exist, because of all the terrible things that happen in the world.’  
 

Or how about some of these statements about ourselves?  
 

‘I am hopeless. There’s no way I can change.’ (We may say that about others, too!) 

‘Sex is no big deal. Why does the Bible have such a hang up about it?’ 

‘There’s no way I can forgive. (Or) ‘There’s no way I can be forgiven!’ 

‘Science has proven all of those miracles are made up. I used to believe when I was a kid, but it’s time to grow up.’  

‘Sure, I believe in God, but I don’t need church. Christmas and Easter are enough.’ 
 

No one chooses to believe in a lie. You may believe one or more of the above statements – in which case, I’d especially invite 
you to come and listen to what the Bible has to say about God AND about ourselves. Christianity is far more exciting and       
affirming than I used to believe, and that may be true for you, or for a friend, neighbor or family member who thinks they  
know all there is to know about the faith. Perhaps there’s more to it than they think.  
 

On a related note, in a special effort to provide an opportunity for you to bring a friend along who may be open to hearing  
more about Jesus, I will be doing a special 4-week ‘series within a series’ called “Good News of Great Joy” which will occur 
on the Second Sunday of the month from September-December. This is a part of my Doctor of Ministry work on preaching, 
and I believe it will help us in our current effort to reach out to our neighborhoods. These messages will come from           
different parts of the Bible: Old Testament, New Testament, history, epistle, and apocalyptic. But each message will 
be focused on a joyful aspect of what it means to follow God through Jesus Christ. I will need some help from you 
on these Sundays: I will have sermon feedback teams that I will need to meet with either before or after the message 
to let me know how effectively the words I’m sharing are being understood.  I hope this aspect of my effort to          
become a more effective pastor will result in us becoming a more effective witness of the great treasure we’ve found 
in Jesus Christ! 

Blessings,                                                                                                                                                                     
Pastor Scott 
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MID-AUGUST/SEPTEMBER Calendar                                         

August 13  6:00pm Youth Pool Party @ Hughes’                     
August 15  7:00pm SESSION                             
August 16  11:30am Youth Outing @Tomahawk Lake 
August 17  12:00 Noon Lunch Bunch @Eat ‘n Park  
       5:30pm Leave for Pirates Faith Night 
August 20  12:00pm Church/Neighborhood Picnic 
August 28  12:00pm Adult Ministry outing to Yute’s 
    at Tomahawk Lake           
September 5   5:45pm DEACONS                      
           7:00pm WORSHIP  
     7:30pm TRUSTEES                      
September 10  7:00pm Crosscurrent Kickoff              
September 13  1:00pm Game Day               
    6:00pm SHINE Parents Meeting       
     7:00pm Jeremy Casella Concert                    
September 15  9:00am—3:00pm THE BIG SALE 
September 16  9:00am—1:00pm THE BIG SALE 
September 17  12:00pm SHINE Volunteers Mtg. 
September 19  7:00pm SESSION         
September 20  3:30pm SHINE RETURNS    
    6:00pm Family Dinner Resumes  
September 21  12:00pm Noon Lunch Bunch  
   @ Timberhouse                    
September 22-24  Freedom in Christ Retreat                           

Every Monday   1:00pm Adult Bible Study (TBA)                   
6:00pm Monday Night Small Group @The Manse (TBA)                             
Every Tuesday   3:00pm Youth Girls Small Groups  
   @ Manse   (resumes September 12)                               
Every Wednesday   3:30pm “SHINE” After School program     
followed by Family Dinner @6pm (resumes September 20)            
Every Thursday  9:00am Women’s Small Group (resumes Sept 7) 
       7:00pm Choir Practice (resumes September 7)                  
Every Friday   6:30pm Small Group @ the Hughes’ (Sept )             
Every Saturday  7:30am Men’s Breakfast@ Eat-n-Park 
             (resumes September 9)                       
Every Sunday  7:00pm Crosscurrent (resumes September10)  

FREEDOM IN CHRIST RETREAT                     

SEPTEMBER 22ND—24TH                                    

AT THE CASTLE IN FRANKLIN 

  
Come and experience Jesus’ loving presence in the 

places in life that you need Him most. This year 

Pastor Scott is the Spiritual Director and will also 

be speaking. For more information you can contact 

www.TheLazarusCenter.org or call 724-266-7576. 

 

 

 

God gives us the power and the privilege to 
enjoy the rewards of doing things  His way. 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC                  
AUGUST 2OTH                          

FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS 
AND FRIENDS TO JOIN US! 

The Adult Ministry                

Outing to Yute’s                                     

Tomahawk Lake House 

Monday August 28th at Noon 

Please bring along a covered dish                                    

RSVP to Carol O. or Laura 

SEPTEMBER 15th 9:00am—3:00pm 

SEPTEMBER 16th 9:00am—1:00pm 

Continue to collect all those                 

treasures you had to have but no 

longer use. Drop off date TBA and 

REMEMBER – No electronics of     

any kind, large gym equipment or 

large furniture  

SHNE RETURNS                       

SEPTEMBER 20th at 3:30pm                

with Family Dinner following                  
at 6:00pm 

SEPTEMBER 13th—6:00pm PARENTS MEETING 

   in the Youth Room              

SEPTEMBER 17th—following worship   

   VOLUNTEERS MEETING 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Two books that can be found on the CUP library shelves are “You Are Loved and Forgiven” by Lloyd John Ogilvie 

and “Imagine Heaven” by John Burke. 

 “You Are Loved and Forgiven” is a study on Paul’s letter of hope to the Colossian church.  Paul’s letter was                 

originally written during his first imprisonment in Rome and Colosse was a city in what is now the country of           

Turkey.  That city was a strong center of gnostic philosophy and new Christians there faced many moral,                      

intellectual and spiritual problems. Paul’s response was one of the strongest statements of Christ’s sufficiency               

that we have.  It is so comforting to know that even in this day and age, and with the problems we may face,                  

that Christ is all we need. 

And did you know that 1 out of 25 Americans has had a near-death experience?  “Imagine Heaven”, a New York 

Times bestseller, is new to our shelves and in fact was only published in 2015.  The author is the pastor of                     

Gateway Church in Austin, Texas and is an international speaker.  In this book he has put together more than              

one hundred stories of near-death experiences, comparing them to what the scriptures tell us about heaven.                 

This is a thrilling description of the afterlife that will change the way you view your life today. 

I urge you to take the time to come and see what our church library has to offer.  We have materials to inform and 

instruct, and also bring hope and encouragement for the problems that we all face.  Take a look! 

 Weekly Meetings… 

Monday 1:00pm Bible Study (FALL START DATE TBA) 

6:00pm Monday Night Small Group @ the Manse (FALL START DATE TBA)  

Tuesday 3:00pm Youth Small Groups (Girls @ the Manse—Resumes September 12th) 

Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day  (September 13th) 

Thursday Morning Woman’s Small Group 9:00am (Resumes September 7th) 

3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch  (August 17th @ Eat ‘n Park / September 21st @ Timberhouse  

Friday Small Group 6:30pm @ the Hughes’ (FALL START DATE TBA)  
 

Saturday Morning Men’s Group 7:30am @ Eat n’ Park (Resumes September 9th) 

 

IN CONCERT—JEREMY CASELLA 

WEDNESDAY—SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 

7:00pm   

Jeremy Casella is a Nashville-based             

performing-songwriter who writes music that guides people 

towards a deeper relationship with God. Drawing from    

Scripture and his own life experience, Jeremy has toured 

throughout the United States & Europe sharing his songs            

and stories in churches, colleges and anywhere else                    

people are gathered. 

TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN ADVANCE—$15. 

NIGHT OF CONCERT/AT THE DOOR—$20. 

During worship on           

August 20th, we will         

have special music                

provided by Guests—        

Ched & Rachel Mertz. 

Invite your friends to           

join us for the service          

and then stay afterwards 

for the Church Picnic! 
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