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CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’

From the Pastor’s Desk…

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2020

Dear Cup family and friends,
Sabbatical: word origin, from the Greek, ‘sabbatikos’ , which means ‘of the sabbath.’
The year past has been a fruitful and exciting one for Cup church – a vibrant confirmation class, which included three
immersion baptisms in a portable, inflatable ‘tank’, a trip for several of us to Israel, and the addition of several new
members and first-time officers.
2019 also marks the end of my classroom work for my Doctor of Ministry program, and the beginning of my thesis project.
The doctorate is being done through Gordon-Conwell seminary in Boston, and cohort’s theme has been ‘Pastoral Theology
in Practice.’ The three areas of emphasis are Preaching, Counseling and Spiritual Direction, and Leadership. Each year’s
classroom work, which occurred in the first two weeks of July involved specific projects, and at least 3000 pages of reading.
My thesis project involves similar work. I am working on creating a survey that will help those who take it discover their
‘spiritual inclination’: their tendency in how they approach God through prayer, Scripture reading, worship, and other
spiritual disciplines. I’m coupling this with exercises designed to help people encounter God’s beauty (or glory, if you prefer).
C.S. Lewis says ‘We do not want merely to see beauty, though, God knows, even that is bounty enough. We want something
else which can hardly be put into words — to be united with the beauty we see, to pass into it, to receive it into ourselves, to
bathe in it, to become part of it.’
Here's another way to put it: we pursue what we believe to be beautiful. We’re motivated by it, and our hearts, minds, and
wills are shaped by it. It’s my theory that many Christians, particularly younger ones, get derailed in their faith because they
get distracted away from God out of the mistaken belief that He is dull, or that the other ‘shinier objects’ that get the
attention in our culture are worthier of our time and attention. It’s my hope that I can make a contribution that will provide
renewal and refreshment to pastors, parishioners, and seekers of the Lord that will be a blessing for years to come.
In order to get some concentrated time to work on this project, I’ve asked our Session for a two month Sabbatical during the
months of June and August 2020, wrapped around the month of July, which will be treated as vacation. During these weeks,
I plan on reading, writing, and making significant progress on this project. (Some travel will occur to see our daughter on the
west coast, as well as our annual trip for the Pastor’s family camp at Cedar Campus.) It’s a project that I’m trying to work on
throughout the year, but I’ve learned that I’m not particularly good at making progress with my writing when I’m doing several other things as well. I’m hoping to complete this project by the end of 2020, and defend my thesis in the spring of 2021.
I am grateful that the Session has approved my request. We are still working out the details of what this will look like for the
church while I am away, but we have seen God provide people and resources in multiple ways over the years, and believe He
will faithfully provide during this time as well. We are lining up pastoral help, but will also be asking more from our ruling
elders and other officers this summer. Please feel free to approach me or our session members with questions, and we’ll do
our best to answer them. This time away in order to rest, recharge, and produce something new will, I pray, be repaid to you
in many beautiful ways in our Lord’s time!
Cordially,
Pastor Scott
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Dear church family,
I want to thank you all for your
kind and very generous monetary
Christmas gift. I am overwhelmed at
your kindness and love. Also to the
secret gift givers I also thank you! I am
honored and blessed to have such an
amazing family to walk beside on this
early journey. Many thanks again and
Happy New Year.
- Love, Joel Cunniff

NEW MEMBERS CLASS FORMING
SUNDAY MORNING at 9:15am
January 26th, February 2nd,
and February 9th

Dear Cup family,
Once again, your generous
Christmas gift was a joyful blessing to
Kristina and myself. Your kindnesses
and encouragement through cards,
words, and baked goods(!) are
amazing. Thank you - and 'God bless
us everyone!'
Much love, Pastor Scott

Pastor Scott will be out of the office
and in Sierra Leone from
February 10th—20th.
Please keep him and the other
members of the group in your prayers during this mission.

IN NEED OF PRAYER?
Members of the prayer team are available
in the library following worship
each Sunday.
Please join us in the library and let us
pray with you. If you know of family
members or others in the community
who are in need of prayer, please
courage them to join us on Sundays.
Cup Church also has a Prayer Chain set
up for anyone in need throughout the week
or anyone having a prayer request.
Either call Cindy during Office hours
(Tuesday—Friday 9:00am—2:00pm)
at 724-843-1594 or notify Pastor Scott
or Joel to start the chain.
Also, we are available if you would like to
set up a more convenient time to pray
together with the prayer team or one of
our elders.
Please remember that all prayer requests
will remain confidential unless we are given
permission to publically share!

SHINE AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
RETURNS JANUARY 22nd at 3:30pm
FOLLOWED BY FAMILY DINNER
at 6:00pm
REGISTRATION AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Weekly Meetings…
Monday 1:00pm Adult Bible Study
(return TBA)
Second Wednesday 1:00pm Game Day
(returns March 11th)
Thursday Morning 9:00am
Women’s Small Group
3rd Thursday at noon Lunch Bunch
(returns March 19th at Harry’s)
Saturday Morning 7:30am
Men’s Group @ Eat ’n Park
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JANUARY Calendar
January 7
January 11
January 12
January 13
January 21
January 22
January 26
January 31

5:45pm DEACONS
7:00pm WORSHIP
8:30am Officer Training
12:00pm Spaghetti Fundraiser for
Youth EPiC Retreat
7:00pm TRUSTEES
7:00pm SESSION
3:30pm Shine Program Returns
6:00pm Family Dinner
12:00pm Congregational Meeting

SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER
SUNDAY JANUARY 12TH
FOLLOWING WORSHIP

Youth EPiC Retreat Begins

FEBRUARY Calendar

BENEFITS YOUTH EPiC RETREAT

5:45pm DEACONS
7:00pm WORSHIP
February 7
Presbytery of the Alleghenies
@ Mill Creek
February 10 Pastor Scott Leaves for Sierra Leone
7:00pm TRUSTEES
February 25 7:00pm SESSION
February 26 7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service

TO GO DINNERS AVAILABLE

February 4

Every Monday
1:00pm Adult Bible Study (return TBA)
Every Tuesday
6:30pm Mini’s Youth Group
Every Wednesday 3:30pm SHINE After School Program
followed by Family Dinner at 6:00pm
Every Thursday
9:00am Women’s Small Group
7:00pm Choir Practice
Every Saturday 7:30am Men’s Breakfast @ Eat ‘n Park
Every Sunday
6:00pm Crosscurrent
(2/2 at the Ziegler’s)

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 26th
At 7:00pm

CUP LIBRARY NEWS
Are you looking for something the family could watch together on one of these cold January nights?
Then take a look at this list of DVD’s that are available for check out at our Cup church library.


“Peter and Paul” An acclaimed network TV Emmy-award winning mini-series. 194 min.



“Risen” Columbia Pictures film starring Joseph Fiennes that tells the resurrection story. PG-13



“I Can Only Imagine” A Lionsgate production starring Dennis Quaid and Trace Adkins that tells the
story behind Mercy Me’s hit song. PG 110 min.



“Paul” An Affirm Films presentation starring James Faulkner and Jim Caviezel. PG-13



“The Star of Bethlehem” Produced by the man who gave us The Passion of the Christ, this
documentary explores historical and Biblical clues surrounding the Star. 65 min.



“Fireproof” by Affirm Films and starring Kirk Cameron rated PG, 119 min.



“Courageous” also by Affirm Films rated PG 13, 129 min.



“The Passion of the Christ” Well-known film directed by Mel Gibson rated R, 126 minutes.



“Facing the Giants” by Destination Films this entertaining movie is rated PG and is 111 minutes.
These and many other videos as well as books for young and old are available in our library.
Come and check us out!
Paula Keefer, Cup Librarian
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Happy New Year!!!
What a whirlwind December was! Crosscurrent youth held a fundraiser to help with the cost of Winter Retreat. The Cookie
walk after the Shine Musical was a great success. Thank you for all who helped by adding cookies to our table to sell or who
purchased as well! However funds are still needed and therefore we will be having a Spaghetti Luncheon after church on
Sunday, January 12th. All proceeds will go towards the youth Winter Retreat held on January 31-Feb 2nd at Seneca Hills
Bible Camp. Please join us!! In December the youth kicked off Advent with a weekly devotion sent home to share with their
families! We also celebrated with a Christmas Party where we had lots of new faces. We ended 2019 with a Mock New Years
Eve Lock in! We are looking forward to an awesome year with Crosscurrent with many items planned already. We have
Winter Jam on January 17th, Winter Retreat, Super Bowl Party and more! If you are a new family and are not connected to our
Facebook page please see Ms. Joel!
Mini’s Youth Group ended our year with a fun Christmas party with Graham Cracker Candy House Making! We kick back off
January 14th at 6:30-7:30. Please note the new time. Its going to be an awesome time spent together in God’s Word!! See you
there! (grades 4-6th)
SHINE ended with an amazing story told on stage as we ended out Fall Session with our Musical Carol and the Belles. It was
a great time and we are so excited to be kicking off our Spring session on January 22nd! Registration is OPEN and we are
taking new kiddos! So share the news!!! Interested in Helping? See Ms. Joel!!! We would love to have you join our team!
I also again wanted to thank you all for an amazing year! I am overwhelmed with the generous gift given to me and my family
on Christmas Eve. Your love and prayers are so greatly appreciated. I wanted to thank you again for the monetary gift and
again thank my secret gift givers I am overwhelmed with gratitude. I am honored and blessed to be apart of the CUP Family!
As always I ask you to please continue to keep both our Children and Youth, as well as our community in prayer! There are so
many great and wonderful things happening!
Your sister in Christ,
Joel Cunniff
CUP Children and Youth Director

