
June 21st Worship Update 
 
Dear Cup church family and friends,  
 
In case you haven’t heard, we are starting worship in the sanctuary this Sunday, June 21. 
We are really looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible, and after 12 weeks of 
online-only services, this is a joyful step forward! Still, we are working diligently to create an 
environment that provides the proper balance of safety and openness. Toward that goal, 
Session has adopted the following policy for the next few weeks. This statement has some 
changes from the newsletter update, though much of this remains the same. 
 

1. We ask anyone who is not feeling well or those particularly vulnerable to the Covid-19 
virus to refrain from attending worship until it is safe to do so. We plan to tape the 
service for the next several weeks and post it to the church website (cupepc.org). 
 

2. Everyone will be required to wear a mask to enter the church building, and in the 
hallway leading to the sanctuary, until seated. Once in the sanctuary, mask wearing is 
strongly encouraged, but not mandatory. Ushers will ask how many are in your group, 
and if you plan on wearing a mask during the service or not. We ask that you not move 
around to other groups once seated.  
 

3. Seating has been arranged for social distancing between groups. Our ushers will guide 
you to your seats.  
 

4. We are asking that those not wearing masks sit in the center section of the sanctuary, if 
possible. This is the section of the sanctuary furthest away from the air circulation.  
 

5. There will be no nursery care or Sunday school for now. We encourage families with 
children to bring them to worship (as long as you stay together.) 
 

6. We will continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements that we used on May 
31 for the July and August communion services.  (July 5 and Aug. 2) Ushers will ask if you 
plan to take communion when you’re seated and provide you the elements when they 
seat you.  
 

7. Offering boxes will be placed at the rear of the sanctuary for your use. (Online giving 
through tithely continues to be available.) There will not be a coffee or snack station for 
now.  
 

8. Hand sanitizer will be available at several locations. The bathrooms will be available for 
use, but the drinking fountains will be closed. Bottled water will be available for those 
who need it.  
 



9. We are keeping the lower part of the church building closed to limit the amount of 
space to be sanitized following the service.  
 

10. Due to the concern of potential spread of covid-19 through singing beyond the 6 foot 
radius, we are asking those wanting to sing to wear a mask while doing so. We are 
limiting the amount of singing we are doing in worship in the near future and will 
continue to monitor this and all other parts of our worship service moving forward.  
 

 
 
Friends, we’re walking through unprecedented times together. There are many theories and 
new information on covid-19 being published daily. Each of us may come to varying conclusions 
about what the best approach to this should be. (I addressed this in the June 7 sermon.) Our 
primary goal as a Session is to provide the best environment for our congregation to glorify 
God, and to enjoy him forever, even if we have different views on the pandemic response. This 
is a great opportunity to show someone else some grace! The Sanctuary is designed to be a 
place of safety and security for us physically, spiritually, and emotionally. While we realize not 
all of us can come together in body for worship, we are working and praying toward the day 
when, by the Lord’s mercy, it will be so.  

 
Job 23:10 states, ‘God knows the way I take; when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.’ 
We still have many days before us – but I’m grateful to God and to you as we continue this 
journey together. May the Lord refine us and allow us to be used for his wonderful purposes!  
We hope to see you Sunday –  and God bless you! 

 
Cordially,  
Pastor Scott 

 
 


