
John 13:1-5, 12-17 NIV

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  The
evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come
from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around
him.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?”
he asked them.  “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for
that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell
you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will
be blessed if you do them.

Matthew 27:19-24 NIV

While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this
message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I
have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him. ”But the
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas
and to have Jesus executed. “Which of the two do you want me to
release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered.
“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate
asked.  They all answered, “Crucify him!” “Why? What crime has he
committed?” asked Pilate.  But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify
him!” When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead
an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front
of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your
responsibility!”

“Tale of Two Basins”
(John 13:1-5, 12-17, Matthew 27:19-24)

Two Leaders, two basins, two ways to use power

Jesus’ ongoing service
Jesus’ omnipotent service
Jesus’ empowering service

Jesus’ ongoing service
The historical present tense (13:3-4)
The spiritual tense (13:1-2)

Christ is ________ to serve you.

Jesus’ omnipotent service

Peter’s ‘refusals’ and our needs (13:6-10)

Christ serves you to have you ______ Him –
 through _______ _______

Jesus’ empowering service

The _______ is the Lord (13:13-14)
The __________ acts powerless (Math. 27:24)

Only those recognizing their guilt are free to serve.




