
From the Pastor’s Desk…  APRIL 2022 

 CUP EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

       ‘Join us for a drink of Living Water’ 

THE CUP 

Dear Cup family and friends,  
 

“The resurrection is not a stupendous magic trick but an invasion.” So says Timothy Keller in the introduction 
of his book Hope in Times of Fear: The Resurrection and the Meaning of Easter that we are looking at in one 
of our current Sunday school classes. What?  
 

Our world has been upended by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine – it has dominated the headlines for weeks, and 
much of the discussion has been over world leaders’ miscalculation of Vladimir Putin. For many years there 
had been hopes or wishful thinking that this former KGB agent become autocrat would behave in ways we 
believe he should behave. Putin’s brutal invasion of his southern neighbor has been causing a hasty              
reassessment of who he is, how he looks at the world, and what it means to encounter him on the world 
stage.  
 

In our current culture, many presume to know God, and that if God exists, he/she/it will allow us to have 
comfortable, somewhat prosperous life. If suffering comes into our lives, or frustration, it must be a sign that 
God doesn’t exist, for if WE were God, we’d make sure nothing evil or difficult would come our way! 
 

For the Israelites of Jesus’ day, they felt the same way, although they thought of God blessing the nation 
more than the individual. The idea that the Messiah would come but NOT be a military strongman wasn’t just 
dismissed, it was actively resisted! Nevertheless, when Jesus arrived, he was hard to resist, and even harder 
to ignore. The miracles, his remarkable teaching, and his insight into human need and suffering were (and 
are) amazing. Nevertheless, it takes the resurrected Jesus several hours to convince two downcast followers 
on the road to Emmaus that the Bible has taught all along that he had to suffer and die before delivering           
others from sin, death, and hell (Luke 24:25-27). Jesus then delivers that beautiful reversal of the curse in 
Eden, ‘then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him’ (24:31).  
 

In the resurrection, we no longer imagine a god of our wishful thinking. History is invaded with the truth of 
God as he actually IS. But here’s the wonderful news: this invading King is far better, truer, and more                    
beautiful than anyone or anything we could have imagined! This God is strong enough to confront our sin and 
change our behavior if we respond to his knocking (Rev. 3:20), but he is also loving enough to lift us out of 
shame, fear, and despair. Easter can be the story that never gets old not only because it is a TRUE story, but 
because the implications of it continue to change our lives for the better for eternity. We discover that what 
we think about who God is doesn’t matter nearly as much as what he thinks about you (Galatians 4:9). And 
his thoughts are these – He will go to the grave and beyond to bring you to be with him forever. When Jesus 
invades, he delivers joy, life and laughter in his wake. Hallelujah!  
 

Blessings,  

Pastor Scott 
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                              SHINE SPRING                         
                     MUSICAL 

                           SUNDAY APRIL 24th 

                                  7:00pm 

 
 

The SHINE program is proud to present Arkeology-Remembering God's Plan 

and Promise. This familiar Bible story is told once again using creative dialogue 

from the animals perspective as God lead Noah on one of the most outrageous 

adventures in the history of mankind. Noah's obedience protected him and his 

family through the greatest storm the earth will ever encounter. This fun-filled   

musical is a great reminder to us all that God will help us weather any of life's 

storms as long as we are obedient to His will.  

 

If you ordered Easter Flowers 

please pick them up after           

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP!  

Thank you for helping to make 

the sanctuary beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CROSSCURRENT YOUTH are preparing to participate in 

the 30 Hour Famine April 13th & 14th.  The Youth and Leaders 

will fast  for 30 hours as they shift their focus from food to others.  

This year each youth has been challenged to raise $40.  We are 

raising money for the villages in SIERRA LEONE to help provide 

food and clean water to the children and adults in the community.  

As the youth come together for the famine they will  be                    

participating in community service projects and team building               

exercises as well as some learning and worship all to gain a greater 

understanding of the need that we are helping to provide for.  Our 

youth have chosen to accept the challenge, will you?  You can          

accept the challenge with us by sponsoring a youth or making a 

donation (checks payable to CUP CHURCH and given directly to 

JOEL to go specifically to our cause).  Will you also pray for our 

youth and leaders during this time? 

 

CHALLENGE ACCEPTED 
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APRIL/MAY Calendar                                         

April 5  7:00p Worship Committee                
   7:30p TRUSTEES                 
April 10  10:30a Palm Sunday Service                                    
April 13          1:00p Game Day/Lunch Bunch at 
    The Grand Valley Inn                       
April 13-14  Crosscurrent 30hr Famine                    
April 14  7:00p Maundy Thursday Service   
April 17    10:30a EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE 
April 19  7:00p SESSION                    
April 23  9:00a SHINE Dress Rehearsal     
April 24  7:00p SHINE Spring Musical     
May 3   7:00p Worship Committee                
   7:30p TRUSTEES                  
May 5   6:00p DEACONS                   
May 6 & 7  Presbytery of the Alleghenies    
May 8   Happy Mother’s Day                       
May 17  Primary Election                 
   7:00p SESSION                     
May 20-21  CROSSCURRENT GROW           
May 22  YOUTH SUNDAY 

  Weekly Meetings… 

Monday Afternoon 1:00pm                      
Adult Bible Study (Library)                     

Wednesday Evening 4:00pm                                
SHINE AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM                         

Family Dinner at 6:00pm 

Thursday Morning 9:00am                                  
Women’s Small Group                   

Friday Morning 6:00am                               
Men’s Group @ Eat ’n Park                    

(every other Friday)  

Sunday Evening 4:30pm                                       
Confirmation/Inquirer’s Group 

Sunday Evening 6:00pm                       
Crosscurrent Youth Group                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 10th  10:30am Palm Sunday Service 

April 14th 7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service 

April 17th 10:30am Easter Sunday Service 

        

Stop by and check out the new addition 

to our church nursery.  Last week a large 

screen TV was installed.  The new TV will 

allow Carly and our nursery volunteers 

be able to live stream the service! 
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April Showers bring May Flowers. Right? 

“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the new covenant between me and the earth.” 

Genesis 9:13 

Crosscurrent Youth Group has been meeting Sundays and enjoying each others company as we continue to 

learn and grow. The youth are currently preparing for the 30 Hours Famine on April 13-14th. We will go  

without food for 3 main meals as we focus on others. We are fundraising to help the villages in Sierra Leon to  

provide clean water, food and education to the children (and adults) in that community. Each youth has been 

challenged to raise $40+ to help in this cause. If you would like to help sponsor a youth or the group as a 

whole please turn in checks (Made out to CUP Church and tagged Famine) or cash to Joel by May 31st. Thank 

you for your continued support of the youth at CUP Church.  

We are also still looking for any adults interested in joining us on our Summer Mission Trip to Kentucky July 

2nd– July 9th. See Ms. Joel for more details 

Confirmation class has been quite faithful in their class time. Please keep them in prayer as they continue to 

grow in their faith.  

SHINE Our Spring Musical is scheduled for April 24th at 7pm. Please join us as we bring back an oldie out of 

the archives. “Arkeology”, Remembering God’s plan and Promise. 

Children’s Church Children ages PreK-3rd grade will be invited to join Ms. Joel during the sermon for their 

own time of learning and growing. Children will still be apart of worship at the beginning and end. Children 

will be escorted with Ms. Joel after Pastor Scott’s prayer before his sermon. We are looking forward to     

learning and growing together.                                                                                                                                                   

*If you are interested in being a helper for Children’s Church please see Ms. Joel.  

As always I ask you to please keep all the children and youth in our community and beyond in prayer.  

Your sister in Christ,                                                                                                                                                            

Joel Cunniff                                                                                                                                                                         

CUP Children and Youth Director 


